Presacral carcinoid tumour. Review of the literature and report of a clinically malignant case.
Carcinoid tumours arising in the presacral region are extremely rare and they are usually benign. We report the case of a 37-year-old black man with a clinically malignant carcinoid tumour (well differentiated endocrine carcinoma) occurring in a sacrococcygeal teratoma and already metastasised to pelvic nodes, liver and bone at the time of the initial diagnosis. Such an aggressive behaviour of the presacral carcinoid tumours has never been described. The derivation of these tumours from hindgut rests with reference to embryological development of the tailgut cysts is discussed.